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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE BECOMES REALITY 


At a ceremony in the Library on October 1, 1956, Dr. Edward H. 
Cushing, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Medical), 
transferred the Armed Forces Medical Library to the National Library 
of Medicine under the jurisdiction of the Public Health Service of the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Dr. Leroy E. Burney, 
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service, accepted the transfer on 
behalf of the Service, and Dr. Leonard T. Coggeshall, Special Assist- 
ant for Health and Medical Affairs to the Secretary, spoke on behalf of 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Following the 
ceremony Dr. Burney and members of his immediate staff toured the 
Library with the Director. 

Distinguished guests present at the ceremony were: 

Major General S. B. Hays, MC, USA, Surgeon General, U. S. Army 


Rear Admiral W. P. Dana, MC, USN 
Deputy Surgeon General, U. S. Navy 
Colonel Victor A. Byrnes, MC, USAF 
Director of Professional Services 
Office of The Surgeon General, U. S. Air Force 
Mr. L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress 


Miss Janet Doe, Librarian Emeritus, New York Academy of Medicine 
Dr. Worth B. Daniels, Professor of Medicine, Georgetown University 


Mrs. Ellen Commons, Librarian 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

Dr. David E. Price, Assistant Surgeon General 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Dr. Otis L. Anderson, Chief, Bureau of State Services 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Dr. Jack Masur, Chief, Bureau of Medical Services 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Dr. James A. Shannon, Director, National Institutes of Health 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Mr. Scott Adams, Librarian, National Institutes of Health 

U. S. Public Health Service 
Dr. Dallas G. Sutton 

American Hospital Association, Washington Service Bureau 











USE OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 


The National Library of Medicine is believed to have the finest col. 
lection of doctoral dissertations in the field of medicine in the world - 
a collection estimated to be some 250,000 items totaling 13 million 
pages. Many of the early specimens go back to the 17th century, and 
the collections from some universities, such as Paris and Lyons, are 
virtually unbroken from the very first distribution of this kind of liter. 
ature. The fact that these works have been brought together in one 
place gives a special value to the collection; the indexing of disserta- 
tions in the Index-Catalogue and in the annual Catalog makes them 
known to potential users; the interlibrary loan and photoduplication 
services put them at the disposal of all who wish to read. 

While it takes pride in its stewardship of the thesis collection, the 
Library has occasionally felt it necessary to evaluate the effort pu 
into acquiring, processing, housing, and servicing it. In the past few 
years especially, when space has been at a premium, the question of 
the considerable shelving which must be used to store the new and also 
the old theses has come up again and again, with various "solutions" 
advanced each time. 

Basically, the position of the Library is that if theses are valuable 
for medical knowledge the necessary time, money, and effort will be 
found and expended on them; otherwise not. But the value of a medical 
work is extremely difficult to measure, and, like the value of circulat- 
ing iodine in the thyroid gland, must be sought for indirectly. One 
such indirect method of determining the value of material in a library 
is by examining the frequency of its use. Recently the Library under- 
took to examine the use of its thesis collection for a period from the 
middle of April to the end of June. Some interesting findings were 
uncovered. 

How many theses are used? The number of theses requested per 
week is 19. A similar study several years ago indicated 35 theses were 
requested per week; the reason for this drop in use is not immediately 
apparent. 

Who uses the theses? The largest number of calls for theses was 
made by readers in the Library and not by members of the staff or as 
interlibrary loans, which had formerly been thought to be the great- 
est users. The actual figures are 38% of the total requests for read- 
ers; 30% for staff; 24% for interlibrary loan; 8% for photoduplication. 

Which universities provided the theses most frequently requested? 
Of 44 universities whose theses were requested during the survey per- 
iod, 10 account for 64% of all requests; indeed, three of them (Minne- 
sota, Paris, Munich) published 38% of all the titles requested. To 
show the true overshadowing of some universities by others, these 
figures ought to be weighted by the total number of theses in the collet 
tion from each university; this is not feasible at present. 

What are the dates of the most frequently requested theses? The 
earliest date of a dissertation used in the period under consideration 
was 1670; the latest, 1955. The median date is 1948; the mode, 1950. 
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The ten postwar years account for 59% of the total; use falls to 9% of 
the total in the next previous decade, 1936-45. 
— In spite of all these facts, the larger questions still remain. 
vorld - Where do the requesters obtain information about theses? For what 


illion purpose do they request them? Howdothey use them? After re- 

1, and ceiving them, do they find theses of value in their work? Only by 

. are finding answers to these questions can the National Library of Medi- 
’ 


f liter. cine make intelligent decisions about its thesis collection. 

_- re THE SOIL: SOURCE OF BUGS AND DRUGS 

hem The exhibit for September and October presents some aspects of 

ation the curious antithesis of the soil as a source of both contamination 
and cure. 

mi, the Included in this exhibit are John Tyndall's account of his observa- 


‘ort put tion, in 1881, of the clearing effect of a wild growth of a species of 
ast fey} Penicillium on a turbid culture of bacteria and Paul Vuillemin's paper 
tion of , which suggested the term "antibiosis.'"" Notable investigators 
nd also are represented by pictures of Pasteur, Tyndall, Winogradsky, Flem- 
itions" ing, Waksman, and Dubos. 

The exhibit was prepared by Mr. Richard S. Cutter of the Refer- 


aluable } ence Division staff. 

will be NEW SERIAL TITLES 

nedical 

irculat- Prompt discovery of newly published serial titles is of the utmost 


yj. One importance to this Library's acquisition program. As a check on the 
library adequacy of its sources of information in this area, the Acquisition 
under- Division recently made a study of the Library's holdings of medical 
om the serial titles listed in six issues of New Serial Titles. This monthly 
were journal, published by the Library of Congress as the successor to the 
Union List of Serials, is the principal source of information concern- 
ed per ing serial resources of libraries in this country. Over 200 libraries 
es were in America (of which this Library is one) report their new titles to 
diately this journal. 
In the issues of New Serial Titles covering the period August 1955 
28 was through January 1956, 914 titles were found which were of apparent 
if or as interest to this Library. A check of holdings revealed that 815 of the 
great- titles, or 89% of the total, had already been acquired (by March 
r read- 1956). The missing 99 titles are of interest from several points of 
ication. view: the nature of the publications and their issuing bodies; their 
ested? geographical origins; the libraries reporting them. 








ey per- Among the missing titles there are no substantive medical jour- 

(Minne-} nals of the kind indexed by the Current List of Medical Literature; 
To nevertheless, most of them are of the type that the National Library of 

ese Medicine would normally expect to receive. Sixteen titles are the pub- 


2 collet: lications of national and’ local governments; there are 36 society publi- 
cations, 10 conference reports, 13 university publications, 4 hospital 
> The reports, and 20 titles in a miscellaneous category. 

ration Ag to the geographical origin of these 99 missing serial titles, 57 
1950. are published in the United States and 9 in Canada and Central and 





South America. Europe is the origin of 24 titles, including 6 published: 
in countries behind the Iron Curtain; six countries in Asia and Oceania 
provide 9 titles. 

Of the libraries reporting these titles, the Library of Congress is 
responsible for 35, or more than a third of the total. The remaining 
titles were reported by 30 other libraries, of which 28 are of the re- 
search type and 2 are public lisraries. An interesting fact uncovered 
by this study is the extent to which the National Library of Medicine ig 
dependent on the listings of the Library of Congress in New Serial 
Titles for local and national government documents. Of the 16 such 
titles not in this Library, 15 were contributed by the Library of Con- 
gress. 

It is inescapable that some new serial titles, because of the copy- 
right deposit advantage, will come to the Library of Congress before 
we learn of them; others, because of restricted local publication, will 
reach local libraries before news of them leaves their immediate area, 
For such cases New Serial Titles will remain our proper source of 
discovery. 





NEW EDITION OF CLASSIFICATION 


The second edition of the Library's Classification has been pub- 
lished, under the title 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE. Classification. 
A scheme for the shelf arrangement of books in the 
field of medicine and its related sciences. 1956. 
The price of this volume is 42; orders should be sent to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 


25, D. C. ; 
5, . ANNUAL REPORT 


The Annual Report of the Armed Forces Medical Library for the 
year 1956 is now ready, and copies will be mailed to selected insti- 
tutions this month. Additional copies will be available on request to 
the Director, National Library of Medicine. 

The narrative portion of the Report covers the nine-month period 
through September 30, 1956, andthe statistical appendices give data 
for the fiscal year which ended June 30, 1956. It is expected that the 
first Annual Report of the National Library of Medicine will be pre- 
pared next summer, at the conclusion of Fiscal Year 1957. 


NEW LIBRARY HOURS 


Effective October 1, 1956, the National Library of Medicine is open 
daily, Monday through Saturday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5p.m. The Li- 
brary is closed to the public on Sundays and holidays. 


NOTE: Vol. XI, No. 10 is the first number published under the new 
title National Library of Medicine NEWS. Previous issues have been 
published under two titles: Army Medical wee NEWS (Vol. I, 
No. 1, November 1945, to Vol. VI, No. 5, May 1952) and Armed For- 
ces Medical Library NEWS (Vol. VI, No. 6, x the 1952, to Vol. XI, 
No. 9, September 19 

















